
           ALGORITHM 2: Independent check of Medication: 

Double Checking Process  
Single administration 

See algorithm on ‘Ten Rights’ for medication management  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Medication inclusion 

All non opioid oral medications that are deemed low risk 

1st & 2nd Person together check child’s name, DOB, weight on prescription chart  

2 nurses 

1st Person checks if child has allergies   2nd Person checks if child has allergies   

1st Person checks dose in CHI at Crumlin Formulary 2nd Person checks dose in CHI at Formulary 

1st Person verifies correct route of administration 2nd Person verifies correct route of administration 

1st Person independently calculates dose  
2nd Person independently calculates dose  

1st Person independently checks expiry date of 
medication 

2nd Person independently checks expiry date of 
medication 

1st & 2nd Person draw up / prepare 

medication together but independently. 

1st Person independently verifies prepared dose 2nd Person independently verifies prepared dose 

The nurse establishes the patient identity  

The nurse administers medication to the child  

The nurse signs the prescription chart  

The nurse administering the medication provides 
explanations and information to the child / parents / 

guardians  

The person administering the medication takes the medication and the prescription to the bedside  

1 person 

What is a second 
checker? 
An independent 
process in which a 
second nurse verifies in 
the presence of the first 
nurse the medication 
order (see ten rights) 



           ALGORITHM 2: Independent check of Medication: 

Double Checking Process  
Single administration 

See algorithm on ‘Ten Rights’ for medication management  

 

Medication exclusion 

 Intravenous fluids 

 Any medication through a SMART pump 

 Opioid administration 

 Intravenous Antibiotics 

Any medications that are deemed high risk- please see table below and check all igh risk medications in your area. 

 

Staff Inclusions 

 All staff that can currently check and administer medications  

 HDNS can double check medications but not administer alone, they must be accompanied by the staff nurse 

 Undergraduate students can double check as per their participation in care but cannot administer a 

medication alone. 

 

HIGH RISK MEDICINES 2020 

High risk medicines carry a heightened risk of causing significant patient harm when used incorrectly1 

A 

Anticoagulants /anti-thrombotics 

 Heparin 

 Tinzaparin, Enoxaparin 

 Warfarin 

 Alteplase 

 

          P 

Potassium and other concentrated IV electrolytes 

 Potassium chloride Injection (Miniplascos) 

 Potassium chloride Infusion 20mmol in 100mL 

 Potassium phosphate Injection (Miniplascos) 

 Sodium 30% Injection 

 Sodium 3% Infusion 
 
Paracetamol Intravenous 

 

          I 
Insulins 
 
Intrathecal administration 

 

          N 

Narcotics (Opioids) & Sedating Agents  

 Morphine, Oxycodone, Fentanyl, Remifentanil, 
HYDROMORPHONE 

 Midazolam, Lorazepam, Diazepam 

 Chloral hydrate 
Neuromuscular Blocking Agents (Paralysing agents) 

 
 
 

C Cytotoxics – All   

H 

 
Hypotonic Intravenous fluids  

 Sodium chloride 0.45% 

 Sodium chloride 0.45% with glucose 
 

 
 


